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Experiencing God
Watch to see where God is working and join Him! 

This statement in Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the 
Will of God is based on the premise that God is always at work 
around us. Building for Life is one of those moments in time 
where we, as a church, get a glimpse of how God is working in 
three different parts of the world and how He is connecting 
these three places in ways that we could never have imagined.

In this Building for Life story, you will read about St. Paul’s 
Leaskdale, a church that was planted in 1862 and one that 
Jesus has been building with people in this community 
throughout the past century and a half.

You will also read about a place called Hainamosa, an 
underprivileged area in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 
St. Paul’s has been connected and building a partnership with 
a pastor and church in that area since 1997.

More recently, St. Paul’s has become connected with Haiti 
through Emmanuel International, a mission organization 
based in Stouffville, Ontario. 

In January, a team from St. Paul’s traveled on mission to Haiti, 
arriving home the day before the tragic events of the earthquake. 
In response to the earthquake, Emmanuel International is 
committed to work in partnership with a pastor and group 
of churches in Haiti to rebuild the foundation in that country.  
St. Paul’s has accepted the invitation to join with them to 
build for life in the area of Lavoute, Haiti. 

But this is just the surface of the story. There are many more 
facts and experiences that lead us to believe that God has been 
orchestrating these connections long before we had the vision 
of Building for Life. Now that things are becoming more clear, 
it is exciting to realize that all of this is part of 
 
 God’s mission to the world
  His story
   His invitation

And we get to be part of it! How great is that?!

As you read, may you capture the spirit of Building for life and 
be compelled to respond as God directs.

Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ ~ that’s where the action is. 
See things from his perspective. ~ Colossians 3:2, MSG



Stepping Out In Faith 
 
On a Sunday in June 2006, the people of  St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church in Leaskdale worshiped in the 
country church that was built in 1864 and then closed 
the doors to that building and headed north together, up 
the road to a new church facility. With spirits of gratitude 
and celebration, the people remembered God’s presence, 
faithfulness, direction and provision that had guided them 
through the long journey to this point.

Since beginning as a congregation in 1862, St. Paul’s 
experienced times of growth and times of decline. Most 
seriously, in 1993-94, the small congregation questioned 
whether they could keep the church open and the leaders 
decided that they would do whatever God asked of them. 
Many of the people committed to ongoing intercession 
and prayer for the church and surrounding community, 
that God would move and work in their midst. In 1995, 
Andrew Allison came to Leaskdale as a student minister 
and has continued to serve as an ordained minister with 
the Presbyterian Church in Leaskdale since that time.
 

at St. Paul’s Leaskdale, 
Ontario, Canada

Between 1995 and 2000 there was steady growth with 
young families and people of all ages attending the church. 
With the building close to a busy regional road, there was 
appropriate concern regarding safety, parking and space 
for children’s ministry. In 2000, a feasibility team was 
established to address those issues and pursue the potential 
for additional property and expansion at the church. Early 
research indicated that property surrounding the church 
site was not suitable and the team began to explore other 
possibilities.

In 2001, God provided a 100-acre parcel of land north 
of the original church building and plans were initiated 
to enter into a church-build project. There were many 
attractive things about building a new facility: space, land, 
accessibility, a gym, a sanctuary for more people, a place for 
the community to gather.

Along with anticipation and excitement, it was also a time 
of apprehension and uncertainty to step into such a large-
sized project: an invitation for St. Paul’s to step out in 
faith.



Early in 2002, Together we grow was an invitation to the 
people of St. Paul’s to make three-year financial pledges 
towards the build project. Needing $825,000 committed 
before construction could begin, God was faithful to 
provide. The total received in pledges for Together we 
grow was $1.1 million and by the end of three years, 
people had generously given $1.8 million towards the 
build project. This tiny, growing church had experienced 
a miracle. Along with the provision of funds, St. Paul’s 
recognized God’s provision of people with the exact gifts, 
skills, connections and resources to help lead the church 
through the experience of building for life.

As with most stories, there are moments of tension and 
uncertainty. St. Paul’s experienced this in full force in the 
spring of 2004. With equipment on the property ready 
to begin, the build team received the news that final cost 
estimations were $800,000 over budget. That evening, the 
Session met in the basement of the old church, stunned 
with the news, knowing nothing else except to pray and 
seek God. 

The project was halted, a church meeting was called, and 
the congregation was informed. Imagining a scaling back 
of plans, discussion at the meeting resulted in a decision, 
not to shrink the vision, but rather to increase it with an 
enlarged foot plan of the gym space. After review and 
revisions of the plans, the price for the build project was 
now estimated at $3.7 million.

Building on the site began in the fall of 2005 and by then 
it was time for a second three-year stewardship campaign. 
The goal for On the Move was to realize  $750,000 between 
2006 and 2009. There were questions about how much 
more people would be willing to give .... and God moved in 
the hearts of people to give generously. By the end of 2009, 
the amount owing in friendly loans for the build project is 
$50,000. There is no other explanation of this except to 
realize that when God invites people into something, and 
those people respond in obedience, He 
is faithful to provide!

Through this journey of building for life, God has grown 
the people of St. Paul’s to realize that functional buildings 
are a good resource for the church to serve the community. 
From 40 people in 1995 to over 800 people in 2010, St. 
Paul’s knows that the heart of Jesus is for people to come 
to life as they experience God in community. It is a deep 
privilege for St. Paul’s to be positioned in Leaskdale 
as a mission base for continued ministry in this local 
community and around the world.



$50,000 to retire the debt of 
the St. Paul’s church facility

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22



Connections and Relationships
 
One of our phrases at St. Paul’s is to pay attention to who 
God is bringing to the church and time after time we have 
been amazed to realize how He assembles His people for 
His mission. Our partnership with Hainamosa is one of 
those stories.

The connection with Hainamosa and Pastor 
Jose and Gloria Lopez began in 1997. 

Nancy Loraine, a member of St. Paul’s and originally 
from the Dominican Republic, was visiting her family 
in the D.R. and invited by her sister to visit the work of 
the Jewels of Christ school in an underprivileged area of 
Santo Domingo. A newly established neighbourhood, 
Hainamosa was largely lacking infrastructure. 

Nancy met the Lopez family who expressed the vision 
and compassion that God had placed within them for the 
people in that community. Living in the reality of unpaved 
city streets, sporadic electrical energy, bare-necessity house 
structures, and common crime, Jose shared his vision to 
build a school, a church, and a seminary in that area, to 
raise up boys and girls with the love of Jesus to be solid 
citizens and leaders in their country.

Nancy shared the story of Hainamosa with the St. Paul’s 
family and the Sunday School decided to dedicate their 
Lenten offering to purchase school supplies for the Jewels 
of Christ School. A year later, more supplies from St. Paul’s 
traveled with the Loraine family to the D.R. 

In 2001, recognizing the great need in Hainamosa and 
now feeling connected and invested in the people and 
ministry there, St. Paul’s shipped a container of goods  that 
were largely donated from the Durham District School 
Board: school furniture, supplies, tools and resources for 
the Jewels of Christ School. Two more containers from St. 
Paul’s would eventually follow.

Mission Teams From St. Paul’s 
To Hainamosa

Through Jose’s prompting, St. Paul’s was encouraged to 
entertain the thought of sending a mission team to build 
an athletic court. That first trip in 2004 started a regular 
rhythm of mission trips and building relationships between 
the people of St. Paul’s and residents in Hainamosa.  Three 
youth/adult teams have helped support New Song Church 
with their VBS camp (we thought our Summer Camp 
was big with 200 kids...that first team in Hainamosa 
experienced 500 kids every morning for camp!).

in Hainamosa, Santo Domingo 
Dominican Republic

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:5, 9



At the end of the 2005 VBS camp, the teachers at Jewels of 
Christ School asked if St. Paul’s could provide training in 
classroom management and use of classroom resources that 
they had received from St. Paul’s. This request prompted 
the mission ministry team to consider how teachers in 
our congregation and community could connect with 
teachers in Hainamosa with relevant resources, training 
and support. 

What began as regular St. Paul’s teacher/resource trips to 
Hainamosa in 2005 and 2006 has developed and grown 
into its own charitable organization called Teacher Mentors 
Abroad: a group of people passionate about education and 
dedicated to building the capacity of teachers in under-
resourced communities around the world. This visionary 
and impacting work is a direct result of the partnership 
and opportunities that have come through the connection 
between St. Paul’s and Hainamosa.

Two years ago, through a partnership with Sketch, St. 
Paul’s traveled to Hainamosa with a photography team 
who distributed cameras to the children and taught them 
how to take pictures. The “Through the lens of a child” art 
exhibit that resulted from this trip earned much exposure 
and recognition back in Toronto and the GTA.

The New Song Church (Cantico Nuevo) led by Pastor 
Jose Lopez, an ordained minister with the Methodist 
Church, has been under construction for the past several 
years. In the midst of an unfinished building, the church 
has initiated ministry in Hainamosa through Bible study 
groups, Sunday worship, youth development, children’s 
ministry, and a church leadership team who lead locally and 
further afield. New Song Church planted a church in Bani, 
a large town west of Santo Domingo, and has a burden 
for mission in Haiti. With their close proximity to Haiti 
and because they employ several Haitian people through 
the ministry of the church and Jewels of Christ School, 
Pastor Jose has a particular burden for mission in Haiti. 
After the earthquake, New Song Church became strategic 
in procuring, coordinating and connecting resources with 
a church in Haiti for distribution to 10,000 people.

To be better positioned for ongoing ministry, New 
Song Church put the push on finishing the building 
of their Sanctuary in Hainamosa and set the date for 
the dedication: May 16, 2010. St. Paul’s was happy to 
have Clive and Sharon Jewett represent our church at 
that celebratory event. Meanwhile, on that same day 
in Leaskdale, our congregation was introduced to the 
Building for life initiative which includes an emphasis on 
our ongoing partnership and relationship with our friends 
in Hainamosa, and our commitment to gather resources 
to retire the debt of their church building.





$10,000 to retire the debt of 
the New Song Church Sanctuary



Mission Team to Haiti 

St. Paul’s official introduction to Haiti began in the 
summer of 2009 when Noel Honeyford and Sarah 
Lowe, our Summer Youth Coordinators, felt the growing 
desire to lead a group of 20-somethings on a mission trip. 
Connecting with Emmanuel International in Stouffville, 
they heard about a short term opportunity to Haiti during 
the Christmas break . The location was Port-au-Prince 
and Cabaret Regions and the purpose was to minister to 
children and to work on some construction projects.

One of the priorities for St. Paul’s on mission is relational 
ministry that is regarded from a long-term partnership 
perspective.

When the mission ministry team discussed the concept 
of a trip to Haiti, they wanted to ensure that we were 
prepared, as a church, to regard this initial trip as a potential 
springboard for more involvement in that country. Karen 
Rennie, a member of St. Paul’s who spent time in Haiti as 
a missionary, recommended Andy and Judy Atkins to lead 
the team to Haiti. The Atkins’ experience and relationship 
with churches in Haiti, leadership with Emmanuel 
International, and the fact that God had brought them to 
St. Paul’s created a compelling picture that they were the 
right ones to lead the team. 

In Hainamosa, when Pastor Jose heard the news about the 
St. Paul’s trip to Haiti, he expressed New Song Church’s 
desire to reach into Haiti, but as of yet, had not had the 
opening or opportunity to do so. He was excited about 
possibilities for partnerships that could result from the St. 
Paul’s trip.

With prayer and preparation, the young adult team 
gathered over the Christmas holidays and traveled to Haiti 
where they connected with and served under the leadership 
of Pastor Martinez and Emma Jovin. Pastor Martinez 
leads the Oeuvre Evangelique Baptist Bethesda (OEBB) 
which was founded in 1965. Made up of a fellowship of 
ten churches, the OEBB’s vision is to minister in neglected 
rural communities where villagers have great spiritual, 
social, educational, and physical needs.

In 1988, Emmanuel International became a partner with 
OEBB, helping them with their vision for communities 
to become self-sufficient, to improve their lives, and to 
regain their self-esteem as people created in the image of 
God. The St. Paul’s mission team jumped in with support 
to Pastor Martinez. They fell in love with the Haitian 
people and recognized the deep need for ongoing resources 
and support in the cities and rural areas where they 
visited. With hopes and dreams for ongoing connections 
and increased partnerships with the people of Haiti, 
the team traveled home and arrived back in Toronto on 
January 11, 2010.

On January 12, 2010, a massive earthquake shook the 
foundation of Haiti, killing an estimated 250,000 people, 
leveling homes and buildings, and leaving well over a 
million residents homeless. 

For the St. Paul’s Haiti team, the timing of this event was 
surreal. Grateful for the protection on their lives, they 
mourned for the people of Haiti and grieved that that were 
not there to help the Haitians in their time of great need.

With Emmanuel International 
In Haiti



Connections Converge

Andy Atkins, International Director of Emmanuel  
International, immediately made plans to get back into 
Haiti to support Pastor Martinez and the OEBB churches 
in relief efforts. Assured of a flight to Port-au-Prince, 
Andy arrived in Florida to discover that his connecting 
flight into Haiti was phantom and all flights were being 
directed to Santo Domingo. By a sure act of God and quick 
connections between Andy in Florida, his wife Judy and 
Nancy Loraine in Ontario, and Pastor Jose in Hainamosa, 
Andy flew into Santo Domingo and was picked up at the 
airport by Jose. 

As only God could orchestrate, Andy received the warmth 
and hospitality of believers in Hainamosa AND was able 
to join a group from New Song Church who were leaving 
Hainamosa in the early hours of the morning to travel with 
military presence to deliver a truckload of resources into 
Haiti. Andy received safe passage, the New Song Church 
received a knowledgable guide to connect them with Pastor 
Martinez in Haiti, relationships were established, and 
suddenly St. Paul’s Leaskdale, Emmanuel International, 
Hainamosa and Haiti were intrinsically joined together.

Rebuilding the Foundation in Haiti

Miraculously and mercifully, historic animosity between 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic has mostly subsided 
in the aftermath of the earthquake and the D.R. is pouring 
resources into Haiti. Pastor Jose and Pastor Martinez 
have connected and are working together in relief efforts. 
St. Paul’s made an initial appeal to the congregation in 
Leaskdale and sent $12,000 to Jose for immediate purchase 
and distribution of goods for Pastor Martinez to deliver 
to people in need. Since January, Andy has spent days in 
Haiti to help Pastor Martinez and the OEBB churches 
establish a disaster relief and rebuilding plan.

Response in Haiti

OEBB divides disaster relief into three categories:

1) emergency relief

2) stabilization

3) long-term rebuilding

These phases focus on individuals traumatized by the 
earthquake and seek to reestablish the OEBB’s foundation 
as a community care provider in nine different areas of 
Haiti, places where they already have influence and impact 
through the church, school and health centre. In many 
of these places, the earthquake significantly damaged 
the building structures, threatening the fabric of families 
and communities. As they rebuild these foundations, 
the OEBB continues with their mission to spread the 
gospel message, helping believers grow in the likeness of 
Christ, and strengthening the whole person to become a 
productive citizen.

Emmanuel International is partnering with OEBB to 
rebuild the foundation in Haiti with the deep desire to see 
this country break out of the cycle of poverty. 

Haiti Dominican       
   Republic

Santo Domingo
Port-au-PrinceLéogâne

Jacmel



Invitation for St. Paul’s Leaskdale 
and New Song Church, Hainamosa to 
partner with Emmanuel  
International and OEBB in 
Lavoute, Haiti

Emmanuel International identified the church in Lavoute 
as a good fit for St. Paul’s to partner with in relief and 
rebuilding efforts. Lavoute is a rural village located on the 
slopes of a mountain northeast of Jacmel, about a five hour 
drive from Port-au-Prince. Most people in Lavoute are 
subsistence, small-holder farmers. The main cash crops are 
yams and coffee and the main food crops are corn, beans 
and squash. There is a lot of fruit in the area, much of 
which goes into Jacmel or even Port-au-Prince: wonderful 
sweet bananas, juicy grapefruit, juice and eating oranges, 
mangoes. 

Lavoute is the location of the oldest church in the OEBB 
association. The pastor is Moises Farah and his wife Rose 
who came to Lavoute in 1994. Pastor Moises’ great-
grandfather was the founder of the church and is now 97 
years old. Rose is a dressmaker, accountant and teacher at 
the local elementary school.

The church at Lavoute had the foundation cracked and 
damaged, but not too much visible crumbling. Rebuilding 
of the church will involve demolition of damaged parts and 
building up a new and improved church structure. There 
is need for a new school building, repair to several homes, 
and complete rebuilding of 4 or 5 homes.

By partnering with the church in Lavoute, St. Paul’s is 
committed to provide resources, personnel and materials 
to rebuild the OEBB foundation in that area. While the 
plan necessarily focuses on buildings, it is the potential 
for long-term impact on Haiti’s upcoming leaders which 
makes this an exciting prospect.

2010 is the beginning of a relationship between St. Paul’s 
Leaskdale, Emmanuel International, New Song Church 
Hainamosa and the OEBB in Haiti. With Andy’s guidance 
and direction, a team from St. Paul’s will soon travel to 
Lavoute to meet the people and determine the longer-term 
vision for a partnership. For 2010, St. Paul’s is committed 
to raise the funds necessary to rebuild the foundations: to 
build for life in Lavoute. 

This is what the Lord says: “In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and 
will make you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, to say to the captives, ‘Come 
out,; and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’” Isaiah 49:8-9



$90,000 to rebuild the 
foundation in Lavoute, Haiti



The mission of the church is to join God in His 
eternal covenant of redemption for the world.

Jesus ushered in the kingdom of God on earth:
The Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance for our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve -- 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a 
spirit of despair. Isaiah 61:1-3

In a world of unrelenting tragedy and change, Jesus is the One 
who never changes. He is the same yesterday, today and forever 
(Hebrews 13:8), the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End (Revelation 22:13)

Physical and economic involvement with people’s 
needs motivated by love for Jesus is the best 
expression of God’s love for the world.
 
In the Old Testament, God established an event for Israel 
known as the Jubilee year. Interestingly, this was connected 
with the idea of Sabbath, another piece of the St. Paul’s 
journey in 2010 with our lead pastor, Andrew Allison, away 
on a sabbatical for four months.

The spirit of Jubilee for the people of God  is the idea of 
complete restoration through economic mutual help, social 
dignity, and the opportunity for families to receive resources 
so they can provide for themselves again (Leviticus 25). 

Jubilee is a glimpse of God’s original design and desire to see 
all people redeemed, restored, and reunited with Him. The 
complete picture of Jubilee is fulfilled in Jesus and through his 
church (the people of God) as a redemptive and 
restorative community.

God reveals what He is about to do and His 
revelation to His people becomes an invitation to 
join Him.

At St. Paul’s, it seems that we’re part of a Jubilee kind of year, 
one that is designed to bring life and hope to many people 
through the collection and sharing of resources. Building 
for Life is a bold initiative for St. Paul’s to respond to God’s 
invitation of building and rebuilding in Hainamosa, Haiti 
and Leaskdale.

The Church of Jesus Christ: 
   A Redemptive Community

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. Isaiah 58:9-12



The Invitation to Respond

Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. For if the 
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 2 Corinthians 8:12

Donations to Building for Life fund will 
be used in this sequence

$10,000 to retire the debt of the New Song Church in the 
building of their Sanctuary

$90,000 to rebuild the foundation in Lavoute, Haiti

$50,000 to retire the debt of the St. Paul’s build project 
in Leaskdale

The people of St. Paul’s are invited to 
bring equal sacrifice, not equal gifts

The invitation to contribute financially to Building for Life 
is extended to the whole congregation with encouragement for 
people of all ages to participate. Donations toward Building 
for Life do not replace our regular tithes and offerings for 
the general life of the church. Each person is faced with the 
opportunity to seek God and prayerfully determine how 
much you are able to give in additional funds to Building 
for Life.

God knows our hearts and He knows our situations. He does 
not expect everyone to bring the same amount, but He does 
invite sacrificial giving and delights in cheerful obedience to 
Him. This is the invitation.

Four ways for you to be part of this:

1)  Pray
Let’s commit ourselves to pray regularly for the people 
impacted by Building for Life. Pray that we will capture 
God’s love for people around the world and that we will be 
generous to respond to His invitation for life in these places.

2)  Bring your full gift for the first Special 
      Offering on Sunday, June 20th
Bring all, or as much as you are able, to launch Building for 
Life on this day. All funds received will immediately be sent 
to our partners. The more we collect, the more immediate 
impact to rebuild homes for people in Lavoute. 

All donations to Building for Life are eligible for a tax receipt. 
If you do not have numbered St. Paul’s offering envelopes, 
place your donation in an envelope, indicating your name and 
mailing address for a receipt.

3)  Divide your gift and bring regular donations 
      throughout the summer
You may find it easier to give $50 a week over 15 weeks rather 
than $750 all at once. Everyone will determine their amount, 
but this is an example of how smaller weekly amounts can add 
up to a make a significant difference in Building for Life.

4)  Bring your final amount for the Special   
      Offering on Sunday, September 26th
On this day, we aim to reach our target of $150,000!

The Continuing Story

Through this amazing story of God’s mission to the world and 
the connections He is making between churches in Leaskdale, 
Hainamosa and Haiti, may our faith be strengthened and our 
hearts encouraged to know that Jesus is at work, bringing life 
and redemption to people through the faithful expression of 
the church. As the church in Leaskdale, we join with believers 
around the world as part of this ongoing story.

The target for St. Paul’s is to collect $150,000 by September 26, 2010



St. Paul’s Leaskdale
www.saintpauls.ca

905-852-5921
12251 Reg. Rd. 1, P.o. Box 104

Leaskdale, ON, L0C 1C0

You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices to 
God through Christ Jesus. 1 Peter 2:5


